
 

       In Iran, stoning a person to death  

                   is not against the law, 

                 using the wrong stone is. 

                      
                                   Too Large        Too small               Just Right! 
 

 
Penal Code in the Islamic Republic in Iran 
 
Article 116: Stones should neither be so big as to kill the person at the first blow, nor as small 
as a pebble.  Death must be slow and torturous.  
 
The Islamic Republic kills, tortures and imprisons its own citizens on a daily basis.  Under the 
Islamic Republic, nearly all civil liberties have been eliminated, and discrimination has been 
institutionalized on the basis of:  
 
• Gender   
• Ethnicity and Language  
• Religion  
• Personal and political views and beliefs  
 
As specified in IRI’s Penal Code, lashes, amputation, rape and stoning are common 
sentences for behavior and actions considered “normal” in most countries.  Women convicted 
of adultery are usually beaten, tortured and raped before they are publicly stoned or hanged.  
A women’s testimony is considered half of a man’s in the court of law.  Conversion from Islam 
to another religion carries the death penalty.  Free expression of ideas and opinions is 
severely limited, and the consequence for criticism of the regime in most cases is lengthy 
prison sentences and torture.  Islamic Republic has taken Iranians as hostages for the past 26 
years.      


